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The Charaiter of a P ufering 'T atlor, EFc. 


Tailor is a Sorry piece of Mortality, intended 

by nature for a man, but ſpoil'd 1n the make- 

: ing up by too many falle Stitches, a bungled 
thing compoſed of the ſhreds that were pared off 
when Adam was rough-caſty the end of his teing dit- 
fers from all others, for-it is not to ſerve God bur 
cover fin and ſhame, and he came tnto the world 
much aboutthe fame rime, he Juſtifics Theſt as a nc« 
Ceflary part. of his calling, and pride which cauſed 
the fall of Angels, ſets hin up z you may know him 
in the ſtreet by his tawdry cloths, which are fine, bur 
neither good nor handſome, and his ſhuffling affcQed 
gate, whereby as he gocs, his breech, cvery ſtep 
eems to cry ftitch, ſtirch His chicteſt care is how 
tofinify other mens Backs, and feed his. own Belly; 
There was a long conteſt between him and the Barber 
which was the bet Gentleman, but at laſt haveing 
got a clap, he was forc'd to ycild to the DoQof with 
the. Chequer'd Apron, and ever ſince Don Barbaroſo 
carries the precedency under the title of Barbcr.chi- 
rurgeon ; though in other points he be generally Fae 
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natical, yet he joins with the Church tn an high eſtcem 
of ſolemn Feſtivals, and he has rcafon 19 to do, for 
againſt Chriſtmaſs, Eater , Whitſuntide, he is a 
man of ſome repute and multiplicity of Buſineſs, Bar 
mo! of the ycar beſides, like a riick clozke in Sum. 
mer, hets only hc to be hung up and.negle&Red ;, bis 
 off-nfive and detenſive arms are, Needle and Thinz- 
ble, the lalt he uſed 884 Gantler for ſecuring the twp 
6f his midle finger,for his life(auleaft his livelyhood) 
ties there, as Achilles's his death did in his heel; 
with the other he has for many years carried on a 
fi -rce war ag inſt certain backbiting Enemies, which 
[ik> Caniballs devour mens fleſh, and ate continually 
maketng Inventions and: Incutftons into his Territu-' 
ries, thovg) he vften furprize them with 'terrible 
ſl wghters, fo that you (hall feldome mett him bur 
you niay perceive in h1s Thumib-nails' the bloody 
Trophics of his viftories z yet'he: hath one weapon 
more which he much ffecerh,” and that is the long 
Bill, which he manages: to the grear prejulice of a 
young Gallanes Eftate z, hts there opholder is pride 
Ind tantaſtitke-vatiity;! a new faſhion being tohim 
tike the rerme to a Lawyer, And it ever he g9'to 
"Church, tis nor to ſerve God, bur to ſpye aut the 
neweſt Mole lor Gownes and Pantalgons, and ftrait 
theMechaincks Wives abd Kitchtn-mads comerrow- 
ling with cheir old dudsto be new alreted, for asgood 
be out of life as outet Faſhion, © FEIH 
This fond hnmour is 4 diſeaſe in:the body p 2litick 
thardeſerves a ſharper corroſive than a ſatyr, a nip- 
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ping penal ſtatute to Eat away this proud fl. ſiz,and lay 
theltch ofFaſhon-monrgirg, that p:rſons may ſuir thet: 
drefſes to their Qualities, and Joan may be diſtin- 
uiſht from her lady atleaſt in the day time whatever 
the is inthe night; Iam apt to think Adams word 
would have becn fooner taken, thay a Knights bond 
now,yet was he greatin no bedies booksfor Taffaty or . 
Velvet, the fiik VVorms had ſomething elle to do it 
thoſe dayes than to ſet up Looms and bc trce of the 
Weavers, his Brecches 1 belicye were ſcarce To-rich 
- as our King 9 zephens that coſt but an honeſt noble rea- 
dy made, for ] take it the ſtuff of Adams Holiday 
Summer ſuit was only Fig-leaves, and another for 
Winter made of ſheep-«kins, and*Ewves beſt Gownes 
were of the ſame, there went but a pair of ſhears bc- 
tween'um, (an antiquary in this Town has yer ſome 
of the Powder of thole Leaves to ſhcw,) Tailers 
then were none of.the Twelve companies, Their 
Hall that now is larger than ſomeTowns in the Net- 
therlands, was then Ile warrant it Scarce ſo big as an 
ordinary Round-houſe gr cage, Faſhions then were 
counted a diſeaſe, and Horſes dyed of it, but now 
(thanks to folly) tis held the only rare Phyſick, and 
Tailors live, and Gentlemen are undone by it. 
However I cannot bur commend our Tailor for 
his skill in Geometry, for he byalts of rare Perform- 
ances in palliating crookednels, .and Swears that 
when he has had a cuſtomer twiſted like a. Foot- 
boys ſtick with a YVVooud-Bine about - it, ſo.that you 
would Greſs her mother had the twiſting of the Guts 
P, when 


\: BY 


when ſhe conceived her, he by art has made her ap- 
p-ar as ſtrait as Pair Roſamond, and in all reſpcQs 
proportionable, yer mufthe confeſs he is not able to 
take meaſure of his own conſcience, for though he 
have many Botcomes,yet that it ſeems is wholly bot- 
tomeleſs; He differcth aitog-ther from God, for 
with him the beſt pcices ar ſtil] maike out for dam- 
nation, and wittour hup? of recovery ſhall be caſt 
down into Hel, he is partly anAlchymiſt, for he cx- 
traQt*th his own apparel out of ather mens cloaths, 
and when occaſion ſerverh, makerh a Brokers ſhop 
his Limbeck, and can tvrn your Silks into Gold,and 
having furnithr his_neceſfitics after a moneth or two, 
it he be forced to it, reduce them again into their 
proper ſubſtance, he never makes Garment for man 
or Woman but he ſnips ſome peices from them, 
ſomerimes out of a Suit and cloake enough to make 
a boy a pair of breechesor a Doublet, and ſometimes 
for both, he drives a trade with Sadlers for peiccs of 
cloath to make ſeats for Saddles, The courſe cloth 
makes Sparterdaſkes for country Ploughmen, 
\Woollen caps' and Mittens for old Women, if a 
Suit and cloak of good cloath, or a Gown of Rich 
Silk be' to be made, he perſwades 40or 5 more to 
buy of the ſame (pretending tis the onely fluff in 
faſhion) and out of them all he will pilter a whole 
Suit'and cloak, or Gown for his own diſpoſe; cloth 
of $ifver, brapche Sartin, and the like, goes tor Pin- 
cuſhions, Pinpillows, Womens Purſes, andif black, 
they are excellent for church-wardens caps; I will 
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not ſpeak of his ſtretching Gold and Silver-laces, of 
his taking up much more for an ignorant cuſtomer 
than he knows will ſerve, of his contederating with 
the Mercer or Draper in the price when the cuſtomer 
goes with him, of which a Spil is to be returncd in 
privates nor of his bubling people with putting in 
any rotten ſtuff for lining where it is not ſeen ; The 
Story is well known of a Gentleman, who bringing a 
Suit- to be made, that he might have them. the war- 
mer, had bought two yards of Bays to cotten his 
Breeches in the innerfide,rheTailor thoughtir to 500d 
for ſuch a uſe, and therefore took it to himſelt and 
ſupplyed ic with old painted cloth,it happened ſhort- 
ly after the Gentleman wearing thoſe cloths to 1/:;ng- 
ton as he went over a ſtile, a Snag or cleft took hold 
of his Breeches and rent a great {laſh or gap in them 
that diſcovered the thefr, for right againſt the hole 
was the Piure of a Devil with a Muckfotk in his 
hand, which made the Gentleman admire how the 
Devil he ſhould come there, ſerching further he found 
more of his fellowesallArm'd as aforeſaid, torment- 
ing of Dives inthe flames, which pur him in a great 
rage toconſider how that by the knavery of the Tailor 
he ſhould carry Hell-fire in his Breech, and wiſht Sr 
Stichhad been there to keep them company that he 
might have been revenged on him; And as the Ma- 
ſter robs the cuſtomer, ſodo his Journymenrob him 
if they have opportuntty, Silk, Peices, Lace, whale- 
bone, all is fiſh thar comes to net, Nay the very Trot- 
ter has his Intrigues too , for toraiſe a Sume, he ſhall 
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ran privately to Tops where nis Mairer is acquainre.!, 
ang defire them © fend him ſome Patrerns oF the news- 
eſt taſhiond Golu and Silver Lice, which he does, and 
ic he g 22s to 2.073, oh9ps, and then. melts *um ail 
tairly do 42 and gets allnuſt halta neice by it, 

But tis time to return to our Matter-cheat, he is cer- 
tainly a man of £024 parts, for i.e is double yardel, 
and yethis wife complains of wantof meaſure, He is 
ab:e to outcant a Quack Door, and when he runs oyer 
the Catalogue of his ſtuffs you would thinke him going 
to Conjure, for he talks of Parrigon Burrigon, Phillip- 
pine, Cheny, Grogrum, Damaſilly, Noyats, Pinkanilly 
Pinkadins, Prunella, Italiano, Caſtiljano, Perpecuana, 
Sempiterzum, Tamme, Taminec, Tamelets, and a thou- 
fand more which Adam never gave names to,begi! more 
for pride than warmt', and rather to prank up-fin than 
cover nake.lneſs:; He is in part likewiſe an Arithmetician 
Cunning enough for Multiplication, and Addition, but 
cannot abide iubliraGion, Summa rotalis is the Lan- 
guage of nis Cimaan,and even to the utmoſt farthing the 
neriod of his Citzrity, and yet he js often forced (aid 
may affob it) ro cut his bij] aſunder in the mideſt, 
and take only for halt bis unconſcionalzte Items; Thus 
he lives to the deſtrudion of nalfpenny loaves and young 
Gallants, and perhaps die miſerably of a Surfeit of Cu- 
cumbers, but if he have taken a ſufficient Antidote of 
Cabbadge befure, he may grow great in his Pariſh, and 
there we leave him, hopeing that if God give him the 
Grace of Repentance and Reititution, he may at Jaft 
cheat the Devil as he hitizerco has done his Cuſtomers. 
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